DESCRIBE WHAT PEOPLE ARE DOING
THESE DAYS

In modern communication, describing what people are doing these days is essential for
expressing temporary actions, current lifestyles, and ongoing social or professional trends.
Unlike permanent facts or habits, these descriptions focus on actions happening around
the present time rather than strictly at the moment of speaking.

For example, students may say: 7/ am studying English this semester” to indicate a
temporary state, or “She is working on a project these days”to describe an activity that is

not permanent but relevant in the current period.

This competence is particularly valuable in academic and professional environments
where learners need to share their current commitments, projects, or trends in society. In
distance learning, it also allows students to discuss their temporary situations and present

progress during online interactions.

Grammar Structure: Present Continuous for Ongoing Situations
The Present Continuous tense is used not only for actions happening right now but also for
actions taking place around now or in the present period.
Structure:
« Affirmative: Subject + am/is/are + verb(-ing)
« Negative: Subject + am/is/are not + verb(-ing)
« Questions: Am/ls/Are + subject + verb(-ing)?

Affirmative Sentences (Ongoing Situations)
o | am working on my thesis these days.
o She is taking a driving course this month.
o They are studying for their final exams this week.



X Negative Sentences

e | am not taking extra classes this semester.
o Heisn’t attending university these days.
« We aren’t working on group projects this month.

? Questions

e Are you studying any new subjects these days?
o Is she working on something important right now?

o What are they doing at the moment?

Use of Present Continuous with “These Days”
1. Temporary situations:
o He is living with his parents these days.
o We are working from home this semester.
2. Trends or changes happening in society:
o More people are using online platforms these days.
o Students are learning languages with apps more than before.
3. Personal commitments or routines in the present period:
o lam reading a lot of articles for my research these days.
o She is practicing yoga every morning lately.

Examples in Context

Z Student A: “What are you doing these days?”

& Student B: “I am studying for my exams and preparing
my graduation project.”

Z Student A: “Is your brother working now?”

2 Student B: “Yes, he is working part-time in a restaurant
these days.”

I Student A: “What are people doing to stay healthy?”

& Student B: “Many people are exercising at home and
eating healthier these days.”




Describing what people are doing these days provides learners with the linguistic tools to
explain temporary routines, professional or academic activities, and current social

changes. Mastering the Present Continuous tense with time expressions like “these days,’
“this week,” or “this month” allows learners to communicate effectively in both personal and

academic contexts.
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