UNDERSTAND AN ARTICLE ABOUT A
DRAMATIC EVENT

Articles about dramatic events often describe unexpected, intense, or emotional
situations—such as natural incidents, surprising accidents, or emergencies. These texts
usually combine clear chronological order, vivid language, and descriptive details that
help readers visualize what happened. Understanding these articles develops important
reading skills such as identifying the main idea, recognizing cause and effect relationships,
and interpreting reactions or consequences.

Dramatic event articles often include a mix of simple past and past continuous to describe
how the situation unfolded. They also use specific vocabulary to express urgency, danger,
surprise, or relief. By learning to analyze these features, students become more confident
in reading authentic materials such as news reports, blogs, short stories, or social media
posts that narrate impactful events.

In this subtopic, learners will explore strategies to identify essential information,
understand emotional tone, and connect sequences of actions—core skills for interpreting
real life English texts.

1. Typical Features of Articles About Dramatic Events

These articles generally follow a predictable structure:

A. Introduction to the event
Presents the main incident clearly.
e A sudden fire broke out..”

e “Yesterday afternoon, a strong storm hit the city...”

B. Background details
Explains what people were doing before the dramatic event occurred.
e ‘“People were shopping at the market..”

e ‘Students were leaving school..”
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C. The dramatic moment
Describes the event that changed the situation.
e ‘Suddenly, a loud explosion shook the building.”

o “All of a sudden, the roof collapsed.”

D. Immediate reactions
Shows how people responded.
e ‘Everyone ran outside..”

e ‘Several people called emergency services...”

E. Outcome or resolution
Explains the consequences or final result.
e “No one was seriously injured.”

e “Traffic was blocked for several hours.”
Recognizing these components helps readers understand the text more effectively.

2. Useful Vocabulary for Dramatic Events
A. Action and impact words

collapse - explode - break out - strike - rescue - evacuate - shake - injure

B. Emotion and reaction vocabulary

panic - shock - fear - relief - confusion - concern

C. Reporting language commonly used in articles

witness - report - according to - officials said - authorities confirmed

D. Time and sequence markers

suddenly - moments later - at that moment - immediately - before/after

Example in context:

‘Immediately after the explosion, people ran toward the exit.”
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3. Strategies for Understanding Dramatic Event Articles

V Identify the main event first

Look for the sentence that states what actually happened.

v Focus on time markers
These help you understand the sequence.

V Pay attention to descriptive verbs
Words like shook, collapsed, exploded carry key meaning.

V' Look for reactions and consequences
This helps you understand the impact of the event.

v Ignore unnecessary details
Extra comments often serve only to create atmosphere.

4. Reading Example: “A Dramatic Afternoon at the Riverside Market”

Last Saturday afternoon, the Riverside Market was full of people enjoying the weekend.
Families were buying fresh food, children were playing near the fountain, and several
musicians were performing on the street. The atmosphere was relaxed and cheerful.

Suddenly, a loud cracking sound echoed through the market. A large tree branch broke
and fell onto a small food stand. People nearby immediately stepped back in shock. At that
moment, a group of shoppers rushed to help the vendor, who had fallen to the ground.
Fortunately, she was not seriously injured, but she looked very scared and confused.

Moments later, firefighters arrived and secured the area. They explained that the strong
winds earlier that day had weakened the branch. After the situation was under control, the
market reopened, and people continued shopping, although many were still talking about

the dramatic moment.

This model demonstrates how background actions, sudden events, reactions, and
consequences appear in a natural, readable sequence.
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5. Model Conversations
Conversation 1 - Reacting to the Article
A: Did you read the article about the market accident?
B: Yes, | did. | was surprised that no one was seriously hurt.
A: Same here. That branch fell really fast.

Conversation 2 - Asking for Details
A: What was happening when the branch fell?
B: People were shopping and kids were playing near the fountain.
A: Wow. It must have been scary.
B: Definitely. Everyone ran back immediately.

Conversation 3 - Summarizing the Event
A: So, what caused the accident?
B: The firefighters said strong winds weakened the branch.
A: That makes sense. Fortunately, the vendor is okay.
B: Yes, that was a relief.

6. Helpful Patterns

Pattern Example

According to withesses... | According to witnesses, people heard a loud noise.

Moments later... Moments later, firefighters arrived.
At that moment... At that moment, the crowd panicked.
The report said that... The report said that no one was badly injured.

Officials confirmed that... | Officials confirmed that the area was safe.

These are common in articles, news reports, and journalistic writing.
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7. Tips for Improving Reading Comprehension

v Focus on who, what, when, where, why, and how
v Highlight action verbs and sequence words

V Identify the emotional tone (fear, relief, shock)

vV Summarize the event in three sentences

V Practice predicting what might happen next
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