Culture Concept

Culture encompasses religion, food, what we wear, how we wear it, our language, marriage,
music and is different all over the world.

The word "culture” derives from a French term, which in turn derives from the Latin "colere,"”
which means to tend to the earth and grow, or cultivation and nurture, according to Arthur
Asa Berger. "It shares its etymology with a number of other words related to actively
fostering growth,"” De Rossi said.

Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, encompassing
language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music and arts.

The Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition goes a step further, defining
culture as shared patterns of behaviors and interactions, cognitive constructs and
understanding that are learned by socialization. Thus, culture can be seen as the growth of
a group identity fostered by social patterns unique to the group.

The geographic region encompassing "lLatin culture” is widespread. Latin America is
typically defined as those parts of Central America, South America and Mexico where
Spanish or Portuguese are the dominant languages. These are all places that were colonized
by or influenced by Spain or Portugal starting in the 1400s.

Latin cultures are thus incredibly diverse, and many blend Indigenous traditions with the
Spanish language and Catholicism brought by Spanish and Portuguese colonizers. Many of
these cultures were also influenced by African cultures due to enslaved Africans being
brought to the Americas starting in the 1600s, according to the African American Registry.
These influences are particularly strong in Brazil and in Caribbean nations.
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Latin culture continues to evolve and spread. A good example is Dia de los Muertos, or Day
of the Dead, a holiday dedicated to remembering the departed that is celebrated on Nov. 1
and Nov. 2. Day of the Dead dates back to before Christopher Columbus landed in North
America, but was moved to its current celebration date by Spanish colonizers, who merged
it with the Catholic All Saints Day.

Mexican immigrants to the United States brought the holiday with them, and in the 1970s,
artists and activities brought focus to Dia de los Muertos as a way of celebrating their
Chicano (Mexican-American) heritage, according to the Smithsonian American Art Museum.
The holiday is now well-known in the United States.
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