
		

	
 
The Zero Conditional 
 
We use the zero conditional to talk about permanent truths, such as scientific facts, and 

general habits. The structure is simple: 

 

 
 

Here are some examples: 
 
• If you heat water to 100°, it boils. 

• If you eat a lot, you put on weight. 

• If it doesn’t rain for a long time, the earth gets very dry. 

 

The First Conditional 
 
We use the first conditional to talk about a realistic situation in the present or future. The 

structure of the first conditional is as follows: 

 

 
 

Here are some examples: 

• If you’re free later, we can go for a walk. 

• If they’re hungry, I’ll make some sandwiches. 

• If you’re not back by 5pm, give me a ring. 
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